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INTERIOR DESIGNER

Kitchen

Every detail from the functional layout, tonal colour scheme
and luxury appliances combine to make this kitchen a success

PHOTOS TOMMANNION | FEATURE EMMA FOALE
§ ehind the doo “thi i in central London is a converted ki which
B, has sformed by making two and a half rooms into one large kitchen
o space. The traditional style room was narrow so it was given a classic vet
mporary lift with its inviting interior design by Melanie Rademacher of Mena
Interio »xplains, ‘While there was an established layout, we updated the flow and allowed the
rooms to he s and more suited to family living. The young, international and professional
couple who live here with their two children, ages 9 and 7, > lived all over the world, but are now
happily settled in their London home, ereated so they can lake time to relax from their busy lives.
By collaborating with both the owners and Laurence Pidgeon, who designed the kitchen,
Melanie has ensured the interior works equally well as a cooking, dining or welcoming entertai
space. Cha
allowed Melanie to use highlights of dark charcoal, while the traditional parquet flooring and Carrara
marble the overall bright and airy feel. ling is
compleme
and hob Lo s
What ma this an inspiring projeet is the harmonious way that a luxury and hardworking
kitchen has become a welcoming and sociable room for all the family. It combines essential storage
space with a light and well-planned layout that makes the most of the best features of the kitchen.
nts, “The courty.
ntial Lo allow the opportunity to bring the outside

Melanie
Rademacher
MENA INTERIORS

As the driving force
behind Mena
Interiors, Melanie
has a passion for
both design and
architecture.

Mena Interiors is
renowned for
providing a personal
and tailor-made
service for each
client. They
specialise in high-
end residential
projects, both

new build and
refurbishments.

KITCHEN CABINETRY Hacker COOKER HCOD Custom made by Laurence Pidgeon WORKTOP Carrara Marble SINK Bingara steel
sink TAPS Dornbracht Madison mixer with pull out spray and a Quocker hot tap FITTED UNITS Laurence Pidgeon Design HOB AND
TEPPANYAKI Miele FRIDGE-FREEZER Liebherr KITCHEN TABLE AND CHAIRS Knoll table with custom top. Thonet chairs DINING
TABLE AND CHAIRS Check dining table by Flexform, Hans Wegner Wishbone chair OVENS Miele DINING LIGHTING FONTANA
Arte Flute Suspensione KITCHEN LIGHTING LICHTimRaum pend rmany) FLOORING Parquet with custom stain Walking on
Wood CURTAINS Romo fabrics DRESSER Dining room joinery custom de } Wood PAINT STONE 3A apers & Paints
FIREPLACE Chesney's TELEVISION Samsung BANQUET SEATING Linen from Zimmer+Rohde INTERIOR DESIGN Mena Interiors
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FIREPLACE

A Chesney's fireplace
creates a warming
feature at the centre of
this space. The flue was
already insitu so all that
needed to be done was
toraise the opening so
that it could be visible

FRIDGE-
FREEZER

A large double-doo
fridge-freezer from
Liebherr provides
plenty of space fo
family’s food, and
includes wine stora
It’s also positioned so

it’s easily accessible

from wherever you
are in the kitchen
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How didyoubegin ~ How have you combined classic and E
with translaling modern clements? The table is a classic {
the client’s brief Knoll table (with a rectangular top) li
[ into reality? We and the chairs are classic as well but i
" took two and a half carlier (Thonet). While the units also E
rooms and made them into one large have a classical feel, all the other {
kitchen dining space to ereate a sociable details such as extractor, main tap
family area that the children can enjoy loo.  and the appliances are modern.
| Did you come across any challenges How important was it Lo creale a
and how did you overcome them? light and spacious kitchen? Very e
While a wonderful and inviting important, so the courtvard between -
space, it was narrow so we needed the kitehen and dining room was :
Lo ensure that we maximised all essential to allow the opportunity to
| aspeets within the kitchen. bring the outside in and then make
it a greal visla through, allowing
How was the lavout of the kitchen, some interaction between the rooms, i
with a eentral island, decided?
The island allows the client to cook Tell us about your choice of low-hanging : i
while interacting with the TV area. pendant lighting above the dining areas. “
The fridge was positioned so thal In the evening this brings a nice mood, 1
everyone could gel to it easily. allowing the client to dim down or ' .
even switch off the ceiling spots. _ . j v l t%
How did you choose the colour L -
scheme? The colour scheme is How did you bring your personal style 5 - J
consistent through the house, with to this room? The client and 1 both ,'
light shades of taupe /grev and then liked similar styles so it made it very T P
highlights of a darker charcoal colour. easy for me to propose details that i
The pale stone and floor keep the I'd like as well. It was essential to have .
room feeling open and airy. a light and airy but cosy fecling.
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the right mood. The Check
dining table by Flexform
s surrounded by Hans J.

rer dini 1airs
the custom-made dresser

oom to feel bigger as the
eye looks throt
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